ALTARS IN THE BIBLE

N

In the story “Elijah on Mount Carmel”

(1 Kings 18:1-39), Elijah builds an altar using 12
stones, one for each of the tribes of Israel. The
altar you might see in a church today may mean a
table or the front of the church where the worship
leader stands, but in Bible times they could be
anywhere—and they were very important.

In the Bible, altar means “a place of sacrifice.”

An altar was a raised area where people could
honor God with offerings. It was a sacred place
for sacrifices and gifts offered up to God. Altars
were usually made of built-up earth (Exodus 20:24)
or stones (20:25). They were most often built in
places where they were easily seen by people.

Altars were used to worship God with praises,
prayers, and offerings.

Offerings made on an altar might be food
offerings, grain offerings, or burnt offerings (meat).

For burnt offerings, leaders would stack wood

on the altar, then place meat (usually meat from
sheep or oxen) on top of the wood. The wood was
set on fire and the smoke rose to the sky.

Altars were used to worship God by Cain and
Abel, Noah, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, Elijah, and
many, many more people in the Bible.
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