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JESUS BLESSED THE CHILDREN
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SNACK

1s—2s: Place the snack on the tables.
3s-5s: Choose children to help serve the snack. Ask a volunteer to pray.
Remind preschoolers to clean their snack areas.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
1s—2s: Tell the Bible story as the children snack. Then allow the children to
play in the room.

3s-5s: Suggest the children sing “If You’re Happy and You Know It” as they
move to the group-time area.

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
* Ask the kids to tell how old they are. Say that they are all children and children
are in our Bible story. Open the Bible to Mark 10 and tell the Bible story.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY

(Use words in bold for babies—2s; all words for 3s—5s.)

e One day people brought their children to see Jesus. They wanted Jesus to
put His hands on their children and bless them.

* Some of Jesus’ disciples (helpers) saw the people trying to get near
Jesus. The disciples spoke strongly to the people about getting too close
to Jesus.

 Jesus saw what His disciples were doing. Jesus became sad and angry.
Jesus said to His disciples, “Let the little children come to Me. Everyone
should love God like the children love Him.”

 Jesus took the children in His arms. He gently put His hands on them and
blessed them.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY AND LIFE POINT

* What did the people want Jesus to do?

e Who tried to stop the people?

e What did Jesus tell His disciples?

* What did Jesus do for the children?

* We can be kind. What is one thing you can do to be kind to one of your
friends?
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God helps me to be kind to
my friends.

SCRIPTURE
REFERENCE

Mark 10:13-16

LIFE POINT

We can be kind.

UNIT VERSE

Love one another as I have
loved you. John 13:34

WEEKLY VERSE

Encourage one another to
love and do good works.
Hebrews 10:24
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SING TOGETHER

Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
We can be kind. We can be kind,
Every day, every day.
We can love each other.
We can love each other,
Every day, every day.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE

Open the Bible to Hebrews 10:24. Read aloud the
verse. Guide the kids to give each other a high five
as they say the verse with you.

PRAY

Invite the preschoolers to tell prayer requests.
Encourage several boys and girls to pray for these
requests. Close in prayer.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

1. Get ready for bed. Guide the children to get
the dolls ready for bed. Lead them to dress the
dolls in pajamas. Demonstrate how to swaddle
the dolls in baby blankets. Suggest the kids
rock the dolls. Encourage kids to pretend to
read Bible storybooks to the dolls. Mention that
Jesus loved children. Say that Jesus showed
kindness to the children by welcoming them.
Say that we can be kind like Jesus.

2. Make family puppets. Distribute a piece of
cardstock to each child. Lead the preschoolers
to draw a picture of each of their family
members. Suggest some boys and girls
might want to include grandparents or other
extended family members. Assist the children
in using child-size scissors to cut around
each family member. Direct the kids to tape
each family member to a craft stick to make
a puppet. Encourage kids to use the puppets
to play out family situations. Remind the
preschoolers that some people took their
children to see Jesus. Tell that Jesus’ disciples
talked strongly to them, but Jesus was kind to
the children and welcomed them. God wants us
to be kind to others, too.

Adapt for Babies—3s: Play with finger or hand

puppets.
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3. Freeze dance. Play “God Helps Me Every Day”
(Music). Encourage the children to move to the
music and to stop or freeze when the music
stops. Stop and start the music randomly.
Review parts of the Bible story each time you
stop the music. Say: “Jesus loves everyone,
including children.” Mention that in today’s
Bible story, Jesus taught that people should be
kind to everyone, no matter how young or old.
State that we can be kind to everyone, too.
Adapt for Babies—2s: Lead younger children to
wiggle and clap to the music.

4. Play a game. Invite the children to play a listen-
and-respond game. Tell them to give a thumbs-
up if you say something that shows a person
is kind and to give a thumbs-down if you say
something that shows a person is not kind.
Make statements such as: “You give a friend a
hug. You throw trash on the ground. You help
a friend who fell. You help your sister clean up
her toys. You hit your brother.” Comment that
we can be kind, just like Jesus was kind.

Adapt for Babies—2s: Let the kids play with toy
vehicles. Say that we ride in vehicles to get to
church. State that in Bible times people walked
to see Jesus.

CLEAN UP
Lead the kids to clean the room. Thank the
preschoolers for their help cleaning up.

PASS THE BABY

Instruct the boys and girls to sit in a circle. Guide
the children to pass a doll around the circle.

Tell them to stop when you pretend to cry like

a baby. Lead the child holding the doll when

you pretend to cry to name a way she can show
kindness. Continue playing until each child gets
the opportunity to tell a way to be kind. Remind the
preschoolers that Jesus showed kindness when He
invited the children to come to Him.

DISMISS

Help the kids gather their papers and belongings.
Thank them for coming. Remind the parents to
review the Bible story on the Kids Activity Page.
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