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JESUS LOVED ZACCHAEUS
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SNACK

1s—2s: Place the snack on the tables.
3s-5s: Choose children to help serve the snack. Ask a volunteer to pray.
Remind preschoolers to clean their snack areas.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
1s—2s: Tell the Bible story as the children snack. Then allow the children to
play in the room.

3s-5s: Direct the preschoolers to hold hands with friends as they move to
group time. Mention that God helps us be kind to our friends.

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
¢ Ask: “Who has climbed a tree and what it was like?” Allow several
responses. Open the Bible to Luke 19 and tell the Bible story.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY

(Use words in bold for babies—2s; all words for 3s—5s.)

e Jesus was traveling through the town of Jericho. Everyone wanted to see
Jesus, including Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was a tax collector, and people
did not like him.

e Zacchaeus was not very tall. He climbed a tree so he could see Jesus.

e Jesus stopped by the tree and said, “Come down, Zacchaeus. | want to
go to your house today.”

e Zacchaeus quickly climbed down the tree. He was happy that Jesus was
going to his house.

* Jesus taught Zacchaeus many things. Zacchaeus was sorry for the

wrong things he had done. He said, “I will help the poor people. If | have
taken too much money from people, | will give them back all of their
money and more.”

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY AND LIFE POINT

* What was Zacchaeus’s job?

e Why did Zacchaeus climb a tree?

e What did Jesus say to Zacchaeus?

e We can love all people. What are ways you can show love to the people
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We can love all people.
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Love one another as I have
loved you. John 13:34

WEEKLY VERSE

Love one another as I have
loved you. John 13:34
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Happy Birthday”:
We can love everyone.
We can love everyone.
We can love just like Jesus did.
We can love everyone.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE

Open the Bible to John 13:34. Read aloud the verse.
Lead the kids to make heart shapes with their
hands as they say the verse.

PRAY

State that one way we can love people is to pray
for them. Invite the preschoolers to name people
they would like to pray for. Lead kids in prayer.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

1. Explore measurements. Instruct the kids to
take turns standing against the wall. Write each
child’s name on a sticky note. Place the sticky
note on the wall to mark the height of each
child. Remark that Zacchaeus was not a tall man
but Jesus loved Him. Provide rulers and tape
measures. Encourage the kids to measure
things around the room.

Adapt for Babies—2s: Let the kids make long
and short lengths of pop beads.

2. Build towers. Challenge the preschoolers to
use the blocks to build towers. Guide the boys
and girls to determine which tower is the shortest
and which towers are taller. Encourage the kids
to work together to build the tallest tower. Point
out that Zacchaeus could not see over the crowds
of people so he climbed a tree to see Jesus.
Say that Jesus loved Zacchaeus and went to
his house. State: “We can love all people, too.”
Invite the children to name ways they can show
love and be kind to their friends.

Adapt for Babies—2s: Play with toy house and
people figures.

3. Make trees. Cut brown paper into 2-inch strips.
Lead the kids to glue the brown strips onto
construction paper as tree trunks and limbs.
Instruct the kids to cut the green paper into
leaves (small pieces) and glue around the tops
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of the trunks. Suggest they use crayons to
draw additional trees on their papers. Remind
the children that Zacchaeus climbed a tree
to see Jesus. Say that Jesus showed love to
Zacchaeus, even though many people did not
like him. Mention that we can love all people
like Jesus did.
Adapt for Babies—2s: Put glue on the paper
strips, allowing kids to place on their papers.
Cut out leaves, adding glue for kids to place.
4. Paint leaves. Cut simple leaf shapes out of
construction paper. Provide a round container
(oatmeal, coffee) with a lid. Slide a piece of
construction paper into the container. Let a
child put his leaf inside the container, add
some washable paint and several marbles.
Secure the lid. Let the child shake or roll the
container to paint his leaf. Say: “Zacchaeus
climbed a tree to see Jesus over the crowds.
Jesus loved Zacchaeus even though he made
wrong choices.” Say that we can love all people
like Jesus does, even when they are unkind or
do wrong things. Remove the leaf and place
somewhere to dry before taking home. Repeat
the process for each child.
Adapt for Babies—2s: Add the paper leaves,
paint, and marbles. Secure the lid. Let the
younger children roll the container across a table.

CLEAN UP

Lead the kids to clean the room.

PLAY “SPOT ZACCHAEUS”

Gather and seat the kids together. Show a small
people figure. Tell the kids to pretend that the figure
is Zacchaeus. Lead kids to bow their heads and
close their eyes while you hide the figure in plain
view. Prompt the kids to lift their heads, open their
eyes, and search the room for Zacchaeus while
remaining seated. Guide the kids to point with

their hands when they see the figure and to say:
“Zacchaeus, come down!”

DISMISS

Help the kids gather their papers and belongings.
Thank them for coming. Remind the parents to
review the Bible story on the Kids Activity Page.
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