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SNACK

1s—2s: Place the snack on the tables.
3s-5s: Choose children to help serve the snack. Ask a volunteer to pray.
Remind preschoolers to clean their snack areas.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
1s—2s: Tell the Bible story as the children snack. Then allow the children to
play in the room.

3s-5s: Guide the children to walk in a line to group time.

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY

* Ask the preschoolers to name their favorite places to visit. Ask if they can
pray (talk and listen to God) at those places. Tell them to listen to find out
where Jesus prayed. Open the Bible to Mark 14 and tell the Bible story.

TELL THE BIBLE STORY

(Use words in bold for babies—2s; all words for 3s—5s.)

e Jesus and His disciples (helpers) walked to a garden. Jesus told them,
“Stay here and pray.”

» Jesus walked a little farther away. He prayed, “Father! If possible, please
stop what is going to happen. But | want to do whatever You want.”

e An angel came to Jesus to help Him. Jesus kept praying.

* When Jesus walked back to the disciples, He saw that they were asleep!

e Jesus said, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray.” Jesus walked away
two more times.

» Each time he came back to His disciples, they were asleep! Jesus wanted
the disciples to stay awake and pray.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY AND LIFE POINT

e Where did Jesus go to pray?

* Who helped Jesus while He was praying?

* What did the disciples do while Jesus was praying?

e What did Jesus want His disciples to do?

e We can pray. What are things you can pray about this week?
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God loves for me to pray.

SCRIPTURE
REFERENCE

Mark 14:32-240;
Luke 22:39-46

LIFE POINT
We can pray.

UNIT VERSE

Love one another as I have
loved you. John 13:34

WEEKLY VERSE

Lord, teach us to pray.
Luke 111
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SING TOGETHER

Sing to the tune of “God Is So Good™:
God loves for me. God loves for me.
God loves for me to pray to Him.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE

Open the Bible to Luke 11:1. Read aloud the verse.
Guide kids to put their palms together to make
praying hands as they say the verse. Lead the kids
to say the Bible verse with you.

PRAY

Say that we can follow Jesus’ example and pray. Ask
the children to tell any prayer requests they have.
Give them the opportunity to pray if they would like.
Remind them that God loves for us to pray.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

1. Make prayer chains. Cut construction paper
into 2-by-8-inch strips. Give each child 4 or
5 strips. Instruct the kids to use markers to
draw something on each strip for which they
can pray. Help each child tape the ends of
one strip together to make a loop. Guide him
to place a strip through the loop and tape the
ends together. Continue adding strips to each
child’s chain. Remind the children that we can
pray. Lead them to pray for some of the things
they drew.

Adapt for Babies—3s: Make chains for the kids
to play with. Talk about prayer as the kids play.
Play with linking ring toys.

2. Match letters. Write two sets of the following
letters on index cards, one letter per card: p, r,
a, y. Place one set of cards faceup on the table.
Place the other set in a gift bag. Invite the boys
and girls to take turns choosing cards from the
bag. Lead kids to find the matching cards. Assist
the kids in putting the cards in order to spell pray.
Say that Jesus went to a garden to pray. State
that we can follow Jesus’ example: we can pray.
Adapt for Babies—2s: Invite the kids to talk on
toy telephones.

3. Build a city. Lead the boys and girls to use the
blocks to build a city or town. Encourage the kids
to build different buildings, such as a school,
grocery store, church, and library. Suggest they
use the toy vehicles to drive around the city they
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build. Comment that people can pray anywhere
they go, even the grocery store or library.
Comment that Jesus went to a garden to pray.
Say: “We can pray, too. God loves for us to pray.”
Adapt for Babies—2s: Stack blocks or fill and
dump a container of small blocks.

4. Make nighttime pictures. Distribute a black
piece of paper to each child. Instruct the boys
and girls to use chalk to draw nighttime pictures
on their papers. Suggest drawing stars and
a moon. Guide the preschoolers to add star
stickers to their pictures. State that one night
Jesus went to a garden to pray. Mention that
His disciples fell asleep while He was praying.
Adapt for Babies—2s: Let the kids put star and
moon stickers on paper.

CLEAN UP

Instruct the children to join you in one section of
the room. Work together to clean up that area.
Continue moving to different places in the room
until the room is clean. Give each preschooler a
high five for helping.

CHOOSE AND MOVE

Cut a circular sun shape from a piece of yellow
paper. Cut a crescent moon shape from a white
piece of paper. Tape the sun shape to one wall. Tape
the moon to the opposite wall. Instruct the kids to
move to the sun shape if you mention something
they do in the daytime. Tell them to move to the
moon shape if you mention something they do at
nighttime. Mention things such as brush your teeth,
read a book, make your bed, put on your pajamas,
eat breakfast, sleep, and go to church. Remind the
boys and girls that Jesus and His disciples went

to a garden at night to pray. Say that we can pray
anywhere, anytime. Comment that God loves for us
to pray.

DISMISS

Help the kids gather their papers and belongings.
Thank them for coming. Remind the parents to
review the Bible story on the Kids Activity Page.
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