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Grace and Peace to you, church family! 
 

For this month's Builder article, I thought I would simply share with you a devotion 
from Charles Spurgeon's Morning and Evening. This one is dated for the morning 
of May 2, and I found it to be very thought-provoking and worthy of meditation. 
 

I do not pray that You should take them out of the world." JOHN 14:15 NKJV 
 

There is a sweet and blessed thing which will happen to all believers in God's own 
time—their going home to be with Jesus. In a few more years the Lord's soldiers, 
who are now fighting the good fight of faith (see 2 Timothy 4:7), will be done with 
conflict and enter into the joy of their Lord. But although Christ prays that His 
people will eventually be with Him where He is, He does not ask that they be taken 
from this world to heaven immediately. He wants them to stay here. 

 

How often do weary pilgrims put up the prayer, "Oh, that I had wings like a dove; then I would fly away and 
rest" (Psalm 55:6 NLT). But Christ does not pray like that—He leaves us in His Father's hands until, like shocks of 
fully ripe corn, we will each be gathered into our Master's barn. Jesus does not ask for death to instantly remove us, 
since it maybe more important for us to stay, for others' sake if not our own (see Philippians 1:23-24). He asks that we 
may be kept from evil, but He never asks for us to be admitted to our inheritance in glory until we reach our full age. 
 

Christians, when they face trouble, often want to die. Ask them why, and they'll tell you, "Because we would be with 
the Lord."I fear it is not so much because they are longing to be with the Lord as because they want to be rid of their 
troubles—otherwise they would feel the same wish to die at other times, when they are not under the pressure of trials. 
They want to go home not so much for the Savior's company as to be at rest. Now, it is good to desire to depart if we 
can do it in the same spirit that the apostle Paul did-because to be with Christ is far better (Philippians 1:23)—but the 
wish to escape trouble is a selfish one. 
 

Instead, let your goal and wish be to glorify God by your life here, as long as He pleases. Even if you are in the midst 
of toil, conflict, and suffering, leave it to God to say when "it is enough." 
 

I hope this was an encouragement to you to use the time God has given to you for His glory, and to trust His timing 
and plan for your life. 
 

In Christ, 
Bro. Dalton Adger 
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Deacon of the Week 

 
M. H. BITELY 

May 3, 2026 
KENNY BONDS 

May 10, 2026 
DAN CROWDER 

May 17, 2026 
JAMES HOUSE 

May 24, 2026 
LYNN KING 
May 31, 2026 

First Record 
April 5, 2026 

Budget Needs ................. $12,090.46 

Budget Receipts .............. $11,220.00 

TV Receipts .......................... $305.00 

Capital Needs & Repairs ...... $300.00 

Other ................................. $2,699.73 

TOTAL ............................ $14,524.73 

April 12, 2026 
Budget Needs ................. $12,090.46 

Budget Receipts ................ $7,355.00 

TV Receipts .............................. $5.00 

Capital Needs & Repairs……  $100.00 

Other .................................... $220.63 

TOTAL .............................. $7,680.63 

April 19, 2026 
Budget Needs ................. $12,090.46 

Budget Receipts ................ $5,451.00 

TV Receipts .............................. $0.00 

Capital Needs & Repairs ........ $50.00 

Other .................................... $168.35 

TOTAL .............................. $5,669.35 

April 26, 2026 
Budget Needs ................. $12,090.46 

Budget Receipts ................ $7,180.00 

TV Receipts ............................ $10.00 

Capital Needs & Repairs ...... $100.00 

Other .................................... $228.00 

TOTAL .............................. $7,518.00 

Dr. Bryan Bolton, Minister of Music and Children 

Join Us for One Day VBS: 
Illumination Station! 
 

We are excited to invite families to our 
One Day VBS on Saturday, June 27, from 
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM! This year’s theme, 
Illumination Station, will guide kids on a 
fun and meaningful journey to discover 
who Jesus truly is as He reveals truth, 

brings hope, and shines as the Light of the World. 
 

Vacation Bible School is open to children ages 5 (by August 1, 2026) through 
completed grade 6, and the day is filled with engaging activities, crafts, Bible 
discovery, and moments your kids and grandkids will not forget. Online registration 
opens May 4, so be sure to mark your calendar and sign up early. 
 

We are also excited to take part in welcoming the community at a Crawfish Boil on 
May 16 from 2:00–6:00 PM, where on‑site VBS registration will be available. 
Learn more and register online beginning May 4 at www.fbcpinebluff.org/vbs, and 
give your kids and grandkids the opportunity to experience Illumination Station 
VBS 2026. 

Special Focus Sunday 
May 17, 2026 
 

On Sunday, May 17, 2026, during 
morning worship, will have a meaningful 
day of celebration and prayer in our 
church family. We will observe Graduate 
Recognition Sunday as we honor our 
graduating senior, Garrett Morgan, as he 
celebrates this milestone and steps into an 
exciting new season of life. 
 

We will also pray for our One Day VBS 
leaders, volunteers, children, and families, 
asking God to prepare hearts, provide 
strength, and use this ministry to share the 
hope of the gospel. 

Thank You for Celebrating 
With Us! 
 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for 
the playground ribbon cutting. Your 
presence helped make this a joyful and 
meaningful celebration. 
 

We are deeply grateful for the support that made this project possible, whether 
through generous financial gifts, encouraging words, or faithful prayers. Every 
contribution truly mattered. 
 

This playground stands as a beautiful reminder of what we can accomplish together. 
May God bless each of you and the families who will enjoy this space, and may it 
be filled with laughter, ministry, and joy for years to come. 

http://www.fbcpinebluff.org/vbs
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Congratulations to our 
 graduate! 

Garrett Morgan—Star City High 
School 

 

Evening Service at  
Trinity Village 

Sunday, May 24, 4:00 pm 
Trinity Village Great Hall 

Sunday, May 17, 2026 

will be 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 

Undesignated offering                  
will go to  

Neighbor to Neighbor. 

The Admin. Board will meet on   
Sunday, May 17 at 4:00 pm 
 
The Deacons will meet on       
Sunday, May 17 at 5:00 pm 

Fill A 

Bottle 
to save a life 
known by GOD 
 
Hope of the Delta 
Baby Bottle        
Offering 
 
May 10—June 21 
2026 
 

Checks are welcome 

 

SYMPATHY 
 

 To the family Lougene Francis 
Redden, who passed away in    
Mulberry, AR.  

CHURCH CLOSING 
 

The church office will be closed  
Monday, May 25, for Memorial Day. 

Join us Saturday, May 16, from 2:00 to 6:00 PM for a laid‑back Crawfish Boil 
with Cajun flavor. We will be serving plenty of crawfish, along with burgers and 
hotdogs on the grill, so there is something for everyone. 
 

This afternoon is about fellowship and outreach. It is a chance for our church fam-
ily to enjoy good food and time together, and an open invitation for our neighbors 
and surrounding community to connect with us. Come hungry, bring a friend, and 
enjoy bon temps et bonne compagnie—good times and good company. 

A change is coming. In October, Microsoft Publisher will 
no longer be available for use. This is the software that 
has been used for years to prepare the Builder.  
 

Postage has also been steadily increasing and delivery 
more inconsistent. We are hoping that by October, the 
FBC Builder will be completely digital. We will email 
the Builder as we have been and continue to have a link 
to it on our website. There will be a small number printed 
and placed in the foyer for pick up. Thank you for your 

understanding as we navigate this new path of communication. If you   
receive the Builder by mail and would like to continue receiving it, please 
make sure the church office has your email address.  
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BUILDER                      
 

PUBLISHED  BIWEEKLY  BY  THE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PINE  BLUFF,  ARKANSAS  71603-7823 
(UPS 774-580) 6501 S Hazel Street,  Pine  Bluff, AR 71603-7823 
 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
First Baptist Church Builder, 6501 S. Hazel St., Pine Bluff, AR 71603-7823 
 Office: 870-534-4741   FAX: 870-534-4743 E-mail address:  fbcpinebluffar@gmail.com 

Deacons 2026 
 

 
Blasious Awonsang 318-278-4208 
M. H. Bitely   718-3764  
Kenny Bonds  540-7001 
Dan Crowder 501-944-1236 
James House   692-7921 
Lynn King   540-7400 
 
 

 
 

 
Roger Minyard  540-7836 
Bruce Morgan  370-8318 
Mac Norton   718-2895 
Rodney Rodgers  543-9936 
Billy Stone   692-1191 
Marc Stratton  329-6906 
 

SUNDAY: 
 9:00 am TV Broadcast on FOX 16  
    (one week delay) 
 9:00 am Prayer room open 
 9:45 am Sunday School 
 11:00 am Morning Worship Service 
 

MONDAY: 
 6:00 pm Sanctuary Handbells                            
    Rehearsal  
   

 WEDNESDAY: 
 12:00 pm Prayer Meeting  
 6:30 pm Sanctuary Choir                 
    Rehearsal  
 

THURSDAY: 
 6:00 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 6:00 pm Griefshare 
     

 

STAFF PHONE NUMBERS 
 

Bro. Dalton Adger 
(318) 489-3106 

Dr. Bryan Bolton 
(870) 489-8970 

 

 
Our website is live and online giving is available. Listed below are the steps you should 
follow. 
 
1.   Click the GIVE button on our church website: www. fbcpinebluff.org 
2.   Click the Give Now button. 
3.   Enter the amount you want to give. 
4.   Give to the fund pre-selected for you or choose a different fund from the drop-down 
menu. 
5.   Select a frequency. 
6.   Enter your email address. 
7.   Click CONTINUE. 
8.   Select your account type: 
 Credit/Debit Card 
 ACH/Checking Account 
Enter your payment information to complete the transaction. You’ll receive email confirma-
tion of your gift. 
If you choose ACH, be prepared to give the routing number of your bank and the account 
number. 

https://www.fbcpinebluff.org/

