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FROM YOUR PASTOR 
  

In 1948, Dale Carnegie published the book, “How to Stop Worrying and Start Living.”   He said that he 
wrote it because he “was one of the unhappiest lads in New York”.  He said he had made himself sick with worry 
because he hated his position in life.  It is an excellent book on the subject of worry.  But long before Dale Carne-
gie ever had a worrisome thought in his life, Jesus addressed the subject of worry in the Sermon on the Mount, 
when He spoke the words of Matthew 6:25-34.  Please take the time to read this passage. 

The scars of worry are carved into our bodies by sores we call ulcers.  It is etched into our faces by lines 
we call wrinkles.  It is pictured on our lips by the shape we call a frown.  It can be heard in footsteps pacing back 
and forth across a floor late at night.  Sometimes it is muffled by the silence of someone lying in bed staring at 
the ceiling unable to go to sleep. 

Some call it tension.   Others call it anxiety.  Jesus calls it worry.  Worry is a universal malady people 
have in spite of position or possessions.   

How would you like to be young, in your mid 30’s, wealthy, with more money than you know what to do 
with, and have a great position, like being the chairman of a national insurance company?   

This man said, “I have been a chronic worrier all my life.  I’d sit at my desk worrying about a problem in 
my business, and then I would begin to worry about going bankrupt.  That would lead to worrying about how I 
was going to support myself, about what I would do in my old age.  It would just spiral up.  If I didn’t have busi-
ness problems I’d find something else to worry about.  I was spending half my day worrying, and half the night 
too.  I was losing so much sleep that I was tired all the time, and my productivity was falling off.” 

Here was a person who you would think would be free from worry, but instead was a slave to worry.  
Worry and anxiety pose a very real mental and spiritual health issue in America.   

“Don’t Worry” doesn’t mean don’t plan.  Jesus spent his whole ministry planning for when He would be 
crucified, resurrected and ascend back to Heaven.  He prepared His disciples for this.  Jesus said, “For which of 
you, wanting to build a tower, doesn’t first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to com-
plete it?”  In other words, “Don’t build the high-rise until you’ve done the paper work.”  It’s not a sin to have life 
insurance or plan for retirement.  We should plan for the future.   

“Don’t Worry” doesn’t mean don’t be concerned.  Bobby McFerrin sang “Don’t Worry, Be Happy.”  You 
may remember the song.  But there are things you need to be concerned about.  You should be concerned about a 
child playing in the street.  There’s a big difference between carefree and careless.  Concern is attached to the 
present.  Worry is attached to the future.  We can take action on the present, the future is out of our hands. 

Worry ignores of the nature of God.  He has given us so many promises that tell us that worry is unneces-
sary.  Consider these verses: Philippians 4:6-7, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known unto God.  And the peace of God that passes all understanding shall keep 
your hearts and your minds through Jesus Christ.”  1 Peter 5:7, “Cast all your cares (anxieties) upon the 
Lord, because He cares for you.”  Philippians 4:19, “My God shall supply all your needs according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  Isaiah 26:3, “You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
thee.”  These are precious promises, among many others, from God.  

Jesus says in Matthew 6:33- 34, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you.  Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall 
take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 

God is saying, “If you take care of My business then I’ll take care of yours.”  God says, “If you just look 
after My business, you just put my kingdom first, you be faithful to Me, you obey Me, you seek ye first the king-
dom of God and His righteousness and then all these things shall be added unto you.”   

This Sunday, we will be studying the final passage in our 1 Peter series.  Peter speaks to the matter of 
our journey through this world to the next, and how we are to trust God.  It’s a message we all need to hear. 
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Deacon of the Week 

MARC STRATTON 
May 2, 2021 

BLASIUS AWONSANG 
May 9, 2021 

KENNY BONDS 
May 16, 2021 

TRAVIS CHISOM 
May 23, 2021 

MAC NORTON 
May 30, 2021 

The Deacons’ Meeting will be 
Sunday, May 9 at 4:00 pm. 
 
The Admin. Board will meet 
Sunday, May 16 at 4:00 pm. 

Dr. Bryan Bolton, Minister of Music and Children 

First Record 
April 4, 2021 

Budget Needs ................. $11,151.75 

Budget Receipts .............. $19,905.60 

TV Receipts ....................... $1,787.00 

Capital Needs & Repairs ...... $155.00 

Other ................................. $4,586.11 

TOTAL ............................ $26,433.71 

April 11, 2021 
Budget Needs ................. $11,151.75 

Budget Receipts .............. $10,564.00 

TV Receipts .......................... $655.00 

Capital Needs & Repairs ........ $75.00 

Other ................................. $1,210.00 

TOTAL ............................ $12,504.00 

April 18, 2021 
Budget Needs ................. $11,151.75 

Budget Receipts .............. $20,024.00 

TV Receipts .......................... $110.00 

Capital Needs & Repairs ........ $85.00 

Other .................................... $286.00 

TOTAL ............................ $20,505.00 

April 25, 2021 
Budget Needs ................. $11,151.75 

Budget Receipts ................ $5,905.00 

TV Receipts .......................... $365.00 

Capital Needs & Repairs ........ $80.00 

Other .................................... $503.08 

TOTAL .............................. $6,853.08 

Dr. Bryan Bolton, Minister of Music and Children 

Student Summer Camp at FBC. 
 

Student summer camp at our facility is still 
being prepared and “constructed.” On 
Wednesday evenings (July 7, 14, 21, 28, 
and August 4) at 6:00 pm, students grades 
7-12 will meet to dig into God’s Word, 
have time for fellowship, and of course 
some interactive games (with COVID-
prevention protocols in place). Students 
will learn to be wise builders who continue 
in what they've learned and firmly believe. 
And they will discover that He who began 
a good work will be faithful to carry it on 
to completion. 
 

Experience learning and fun exploring the 
need for a rock-solid foundation! 
 

Keep watch for more news and updates as 
these “blueprints” come together. 

Say YES to VBS! 
VBS Information Meeting 
May 5, 2021 at 6:00 pm 
Room 202 
 

VBS is going to look very different this year but 
we are excited to be able to share Jesus with 
children and we would love for you to join us. If 
you are interested in serving in some way in 
VBS we are having an information meeting on 
Wednesday, May 5, 2021, at 6:00 pm in Room 

202 to talk about that opportunity. Join in on the fun!! 
 

In a scientific survey, George Barna (barna.org) found that “nearly half of all 
Americans who accept Jesus Christ as their Savior do so before reaching the 
age of thirteen.” The Gospel changes lives. Kids matter! VBS is a tool to 
reach kids with the Gospel in our community. 
 

I am excited for Vacation Bible School beginning Monday, June 14 through 
Friday, June 18 for those who have completed Kindergarten thru 6th 
Grade. At VBS, kids will explore a world of rivets and rebar, bulldozers and 
backhoes – and discover that skyscrapers aren’t the only things that need a 
rock-solid foundation! 
 

If you are interested in serving in some way in VBS I would love to talk to 
you about that opportunity. Make a difference, share the Gospel, and impact 
a child’s life today! Learn more by contacting me at 534-4741 or by email at 
bbolton@cablelynx.com. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1JmdLxOV1reh6Im8KI-AyffSNNj-_OQGOuZXZneR1KAkGIwGUC2kgSsrjCz8q-ps0k_-lbU6HWyuF7p_JehcBIol7pgIF75L0r0BnhL6VrlqPvAs_ayQRzsm4AOziPjSJ92ATQALsGjJMv0mISeZA==&c=EdpFudtZNV2CD_o0ikuBR_0Ebgo5G0qiTj4g0eo2iag_l-iq0xP73A==&ch=qgDV6hr__4KhI
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1JmdLxOV1reh6Im8KI-AyffSNNj-_OQGOuZXZneR1KAkGIwGUC2kgSsrjCz8q-ps0k_-lbU6HWyuF7p_JehcBIol7pgIF75L0r0BnhL6VrlqPvAs_ayQRzsm4AOziPjSJ92ATQALsGjJMv0mISeZA==&c=EdpFudtZNV2CD_o0ikuBR_0Ebgo5G0qiTj4g0eo2iag_l-iq0xP73A==&ch=qgDV6hr__4KhI
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These Seniors from First Baptist Church will graduate 
from high school this month and will be recognized  
during the morning worship service. 

Blade Dunlap Shaylin Drummond 
White Hall HS    Watson Chapel HS                                          

  

We congratulate them as they begin a new  
chapter in life. 

 

Evening Service at  
Trinity Village 

Sunday, May 23, 4:00 pm 
Trinity Village Great Hall 

Sunday, May 16, 2021 

will be 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 

Undesignated offering                  
will go to  

Neighbor to  Neighbor. 

CHURCH CLOSING 
 

The church office will be closed 
Monday, May 31 for  

Memorial Day. 

Builder by Email 
Our Builder is sent by email and 
also in physical form. If you are 
not receiving your Builder in a 
timely manner and would like to 
receive it by email, please contact 
the office. The Builder is taken to 
the Post Office on Thursday and 
emailed on Thursday.  

Mother’s Day Baby Bottle Offering 
As we do every year, we will be taking up the 
Mother’s Day Baby Bottle Offering. The bottles 

will be out on the table in the foyer. We will be 
collecting funds from Mother’s Day, May 9 

through Father’s Day, June 20. Checks are very 
welcome. You may use your contribution       

envelope also. Please make sure to circle “Other” 
on the front. All checks must be made payable to 

First Baptist Church. 

If you would like to pick up 
a pamphlet of The Baptist 
Faith and Message, we 
have them available in the 
office. 
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PUBLISHED  BIWEEKLY  BY  THE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PINE  BLUFF,  ARKANSAS  71603-7823 
(UPS 774-580) 6501 S Hazel Street,  Pine  Bluff, AR 71603-7823 
 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
First Baptist Church Builder, 6501 S. Hazel St., Pine Bluff, AR 71603-7823 
 Office: 870-534-4741   FAX: 870-534-4743 E-mail address:  fbcpinebluffar@gmail.com 

Deacons 2021 
 

Blasius Awonsang  318-278-4208 
Kenny Bonds  540-7001 
Travis Chisom  489-3881 
Joe Clement   692-2659 
Buster Crook   692-3976 
Dan Crowder 501-944-1236 
Larry Daniel   540-7534 
Tommy Grace  866-0916 
John Hayden   510-0546 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Earl Keaton   535-6298 
Lawrence Kenney 413-2599 
Lynn King   540-7400 
Jim McBurnett  692-8132 
Mac Norton   718-2895 
Rodney Rodgers  543-9936 
Bill Ross   329-9763 
Jim Simpson   692-3282 
Marc Stratton  3296906 

SUNDAY: 
 9:00 am TV Broadcast on FOX 16 
(one week delay).  
 11:00 am Morning Worship Service 
 
MONDAY: 
 4:45 pm Ladies Fitness 
 6:00 pm Sanctuary Handbells 
 6:30 pm Monday Night Basketball 
       

WEDNESDAY: 
 9:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
 5:00 pm Family Dinner 
 5:30 pm FirstKids Ministry 
 5:30 pm Student Ministry 
 5:45 pm Adult Prayer Meeting 
 6:45 pm Sanctuary Choir   
    Rehearsal 

 

STAFF PHONE NUMBERS 
 

Ken Thornton 
1-501-425-7097 
Bryan Bolton 

489-8970 
 

 

Weston Sizemore is 
graduating from the 
Walton Honors     
Program at the     
University of        
Arkansas at     
Fayetteville,     
Summa Cum 
Laude. Proud 
grandparents are  
Rodney and      
Marlene Rodgers. 
Proud mom is   
Marla Sizemore. 

 
Our website is live and online giving is available again. Listed below are the steps you 
should follow. 
 
1.   Click the GIVE button on our church website: www. fbcpinebluff.org 
2.   Click the Give Now button. 
3.   Enter the amount you want to give. 
4.   Give to the fund pre-selected for you or choose a different fund from the drop-down 
menu. 
5.   Select a frequency. 
6.   Enter your email address. 
7.   Click CONTINUE. 
8.   Select your account type: 
 Credit/Debit Card 
 ACH/Checking Account 
Enter your payment information to complete the transaction. You’ll receive email confirma-
tion of your gift. 
If you choose ACH, be prepared to give the routing number of your bank and the account 
number. 

https://www.fbcpinebluff.org/

